
Good Food Value 

Chains

November, 2008



APPALACHIAN SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT

Building Economy, Community & Environment



Before any development, we should first 

ask ourselves three questions:

What is already here?

What does nature allow us to do here?

What does nature help us to do here?

Wendell Berry











ñWarming of the climate system

is now unequivocal.

Global atmospheric concentrations of 
GHGôs have increased 

markedly as a result of 

human activities and 

now far exceed 

pre-industrial levelsò

2007 report of the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change



Natural Capital and the Economy

Historically, 

natural capital has been 

overused and undervalued,

leading to high rates of 

degradation and low wealth accumulation 
in 

rural communities.
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Input Farming Marketing



ÅFrom 1999 ï2005 Virginiaôs farmers sold 

an average of $2.8 Billion in commodities 

each year

ÅTheir input costs averaged $2.9 Billion 

annually

ÅOver $1 Billion of these inputs came from 

out of state             (Ken Meter)



A network of certified organic family farmers

who provide locally grown organic produce

to regional food markets




