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ñPeople want to know what lies behind a brand and the 

extent to which its values are aligned with their owné 

Today, the issue is what a brand says about someone, as 

a badge indicative of the individualôs values and view of 

the world.òChris Pomfret, Unilever Marketing Executive

"Weôre not just raising and selling calories. These 

products are about memory, romance and trust." 

Rick Schnieders, SYSCO President and CEO



1st party label 
Issued by producer without independent review

ñWe raise free-range chickensò or ñWe practice sustainable agriculture.ò

2nd party label
Issued by industry, trade or membership association; may include audit

ñOur dairy farmers pledge not to use artificial growth hormonesò

3rd party label
Issued by organization independent from the product/producer

ñOur coffee is Fair Trade Certifiedò

Understand product claims and compliance

Consumerôs Union

www.greenerchoices.org/eco-labels/



Traceability (What is the source?)

Transparency (What are the standards?)

Accountability (Have the standards been met?)

TT&A



Food Alliance

ÁNonprofit  using market to drive sustainable ag

ÁCertifying farm & ranches since 1998

ÁAdded handler certification in 2006

Á310 farms, 5.6mil acres, 21 states & provinces

Á21 handlers

ÁOver $100mil certified products

ÁOffices in OR, CA, MN. PA soon



ÅProvide safe and fair working conditions

ÅProvide healthy, humane care for livestock

ÅReduce pesticide use and toxicity

ÅConserve soil and water resources

ÅProtect and enhance wildlife habitat

ÅContinually improve management practices

Food Alliance 
certifies farms and ranches that:



ÅUse Food Alliance CertifiedÊ ingredients 

ÅProvide a safe & fair work environment

ÅConserve water and energy resources 

ÅReduce waste through reuse & recycling 

ÅEnsure nutritional value

ÅEnsure quality control & food safety 

ÅContinually improve management practices

Food Alliance 

certifies processors & distributors that












